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IMPORT PRICE INDEX - March 2018 QUARTER
(Base Period: March 2009 quarter = 100.0)

Highlights of the quarter

e Import Price Index rose 4.9 percent from
the December 2017 quarter.

e Mineral Products index recorded the largest
increase (up 11.1 percent).

Overview

The Import Price Index for the March 2018
quarter showed an overall increase of 4.9
percent from the December 2017 quarter.
Mineral products index was the main driver for
the current increase (up 11.1 percent). In
comparison with the March 2017 quarter, the
current import price index increased 11.2
percent.

The four quarters ending March 2018 showed a
9.7 percent increase in the overall import price
index compared with the four quarters ending
March 2017 quarter. See table 1 and graph 1.
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HS Section 1: Live Animals; Animal Products
prices rise 0.8%.

Import prices for ‘Live animals and animal
products’ in the March 2018 quarter rose 0.8
percent from the December 2017 quarter. This
increase was mainly led by higher prices of dairy
products (up 2.9 percent). Prices of meat
products also increased (up 0.1 percent). In
comparison with the March 2017 quarter, the
current live animals and animal products index
increased 14.2 percent.

Reviewing the four quarters ending March 2018
over the four quarters ending March 2017, the
current overall live animals and animal products
index increased 13.5 percent. See tables 1 and 2
and graph 2.
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HS Section 2: Vegetable Products prices fall
2.4%.

Import prices for ‘Vegetable Products’ in the
March 2018 quarter fell 2.4 percent from the
December 2017 quarter. This was led by
vegetable products, cereals and milled products



reflecting lower prices of brown potatoes (down
11.4 percent), rice (down 3.5 percent) and wheat
(down 1.4 percent) respectively. In comparison
with the corresponding quarter of 2017, the
current vegetable products index increased 5.1
percent.

Reviewing the four quarters ending March 2018
over the four quarters ending March 2017, the
current overall vegetable products index
increased 7.8 percent. See tables 1 & 2 and graph
3.
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HS Section 3: Animal or Vegetable fats & oils
prices rise 0.3%.

Import prices for ‘Animal or Vegetable Fats and
Oils’ in the March 2018 quarter rose 0.3 percent.
This increase was mainly driven by higher prices
of margarine (up 2.8 percent). When compared
with the March 2017 quarter, the current animal
or vegetable fats and oils index increased 4.0
percent.

The four quarters ending March 2018 showed a
3.7 percent increase in the overall animal or
vegetable fats and oils index over the four
quarters ending March 2017. See tables 1 & 2
and graph 4.
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HS Section 4: Food and Beverages prices fall
2.7 %.

‘Food and Beverages’ import prices fell 2.7
percent in the March 2018 quarter. This fall was
mainly driven by canned meat/fish, reflecting
lower prices of canned fish (down 9.0 percent).
Import prices of sugar and cereals also
decreased. In comparison with the March 2017
quarter, the current food and beverages index
increased 0.3 percent.

In comparing the four quarters ending March
2018 over the four quarters ending March 2017,
the overall food and beverages index increased
3.2 percent. See tables 1 & 2 and graph 5.
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HS Section 5: Mineral Products price rise
11.1%.

‘Mineral products’ import prices recorded a 11.1
percent increase in the March 2018 quarter.




When compared with the March 2017 quarter,
the current mineral products index increased
15.5 percent.

The overall mineral products index in the four
quarters ending March 2018 was 11.4 percent
higher than the four quarters ending March
2017. See tables 1 & 2 and graph 6.
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Technical Notes

The Import Price Index (MPI) measures changes
in the cost, insurance, and freight (CIF) prices of
imports of merchandise into Samoa. It is a fixed
weight index with March 2009 quarter = 100.0
and is calculated on a quarterly basis using the
International Harmonized System of Trade
Classification (HS). The items included in the
index were selected on the basis of their
importance to the total import.

The scope of the MPI relates to the following
sections of the International Harmonized System
of Trade Classification (HS): 1. Live Animals:
Animal Products, 2. Vegetable Products, 3.
Animal or Vegetable fats and oils, 4. Food and
Beverages and 5. Mineral Products, The index
represents 50 percent of total Imports.

The June 2018 quarter MPI report is expected to
be available on July 31st2018.
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Aliimuamua Malaefono Taua — T. Faasalaina
GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN/(CEO)




IMPORT PRICE INDEX
Base: March 2009 Quarter = 100.0

Table 1
1016 7 1018 % Change
Mar18 / | Mar 18/
CODE DESCRIPTION Weight | Dec 15 | Marlf  Junlé  Seplé  Declé | Marl7 Junl?  Sepl?  Decl? |Marl8(p) | Dec- 17 | Marl?
ANIMAL FRODUCTS 189 107.3 1042 106.9 1073 1079 1109 116.7 122, 156 126.6 0.3 141
Y Meat 1 1009 913 1028 106.7 1078 1106 1206 1286 1317 1318 0.1 192
4| Dairy 283 1240 1206 1170 1089 1079 1116 1069 106.6 1103 1137 29 19
Il VEGETABLE FRODUCTS | 9.7 790 847 §1.1 808 80.6 3.0 853 §0.1 894 811 -4 5l
7| Vegstables 170 1244 1308 1063 1092 1132 1313 1123 130.3 211 1233 34 6.1
10| Cersals 317 736 710 67.7 670 f4.3 63.2 68.7 62.0 63.8 664 3.3 L3
11| Milled prods. i3 673 780 §11 799 791 719 §70 921 §94 882 -14 131
1L FATS & OILS 19 843 86.7 §5.6 §6.1 i1l 873 18.6 18.3 90.3 908 0.3 40
15| Fats&oils 100.0 343 86.7 §i6 §6.2 i1 §73 136 §3.8 80.3 208 0.3 40
IV. FOOD & BEVERAGE 19.8 938 931 100.5 1008 994 101.2 1058 1033 1042 1005 17 0.3
16|  Comed Beef, Canned fish | 436 913 888 §39 §41 §13 §34 §17 §57 §i6 812 -1 -0
17| Sugars 240 1031 1100 1404 1516 1528 1340 1713 160.3 1624 160.3 -11 42
19| Cersals 34 839 863 36.3 847 41 §33 850 847 363 81 -14 22
MINERAL PRODUCTS 9.6 1037 811 833 9.6 §1.1 1014 93.9 90.6 1055 1172 111 155
17| Mineral fusls 100 103.7 832 838 926 §711 1014 939 90.6 1033 1172 111 133
Total, All groups 100 00,7 §0.3 03.7 05.7 020 | 1011 | 1021 | 99.0 107.2 | 1114 49 11.1

Source: Samoa Bursau Statistics (Economics Division)

(P} Provisional figures




IMPORT PRICE INDEX
Base: March 2009 Quarter = 100.0

Tahble 2
2016 2017 1018 | ¥ Change
Dec | Mar Jun Sep Dee | Mar Jun Sep Dee | Mar Mar
Waight |2015 (2016 2016 2016 2016 | 2017 2017 2017 2017 | 2018 |18Mec 17
L ANIMATL PRODUCTS
02 Meat 100.0 [100.9( 97.5 | 102.8 | 106.7 | 107.8 | 110.6 | 120.6 | 128.6 | 131.7 | 131.8 0.1
0204 Eheep 337 |1624(1557| 1567 | 1648 | 1744 | 1825 | 1837 | 2000 | 2129 | 2246 5.5
0207 Poultry 66.3 BO6 [ 675 | T34 | TIL | 740 | 740 30.9 877 80.5 347 -6.4
04 Dairy 100.0 (1240 120.6 | 117.0 | 108.9 | 107.9 | 111.6 | 104.9 | 106.6 | 110.5 | 113.7 2.9
0401 Milte 420 (10981072 986 | G35 | G111 | 936 624 026 652 | 1002 5.2
0402 Milke, cone. 179 |132.9|1250( 1207 | 1208 | 1225 | 1271 [ 1228 | 1312 | 1249 | 1287 31
(0405 Butter 241 855 830 | 853 | G022 | 501 | 964 | G655 | 1009 | Se0 8o 31
0407 Ezes 160 (2093|2031 208.7 | 1625 1625 | 1642 | 1416 | 1244 | 156.2 | 1544 -1.2
II. VEGETABLE PRODUCTS
07 Vegetables 100.0 (124.4(130.8 | 106.5 | 1092 | 1152 | 131.5 | 112.5 | 130.5 | 127.7 | 123.3 -3.4
0701 Potatoss 565 |127.2(1457| 1105 | 88.% ( 855 | 1257 | 1231 | 1538 | 151.8 | 1345 -11.4
0703 Onicns 435 (1208|1065 | 1014 | 1355 1485 | 1350 | 8.7 [ 1003 | B85 | 1088 12.8
10 Cereals 1000 | 736 | 710 | 67.7 | 67.0 | 64.5 | 652 68.7 | 6.0 | 688 | 66.4 -3.5
1006 Rica 1000 | 736 710 | 677 | 670 | 645 | B52 68.7 62.0 £8.8 66.4 -3.5
11 Milled prods. 1000 [ 673 ( 78.0 | 8L2 | To.8 | 791 | 779 | BT.0 | 911 89.4 | B82 -1.4
1101 Wheat 1000 [ 673 780 | 812 | 7o5 | 781 | 778 37.0 821 364 | 882 -1.4
III. FATS & OILS
15 Fats & oils 100.0 | 843 | B6.7 | 856 | B62 | B7T.1 | B7.3 B8.6 | BRE | 0.5 | 908 0.3
1507 2ova-bean 277 (1000|1000 1000 | 1000 | 100.0 ) 1000 | 100.0 | 1000 | 1000 | 1000 0.0
1516 Hydrogenatad 387 BO6 | TO0 | 735 | 736 | TR0 | 758 30.7 78.5 85.8 342 -1.8
1517 WMargarine 357 370 | 844 | 367 | 833 | 835 | 851 378 o0.6 28.0 0.4 2.8
IV. FOOD, BEVERAGES& TOBACCO
16 Meat, fish 100.0 | 91.3 | 88.9 | 839 2 | 8L3 | B54 | BLT | 857 | 856 | Bl -5.2
1602 Corned Baaf 31.0 |101.4(1085( 1165 | 118.1 ( 118.1 ) 1187 | 1136 | 1172 | 11530 | 1134 0.4
1604 Canned fish 659.0 363 [ 801 | 693 | 635 | 8483 | TO1 674 | 716 7353 66.7 -a.0
17 Sugars 100.0 (1051 110.0 | 149.4 | 1526 | 152.8 | 154.0 | 177.5 | 160.3 | 162.4 | 160.5 -1.1
1701 Cans, beat 1000 (1051|1100 | 1494 | 1526 | 1528 | 1540 | 177.5 | 1603 | 1624 | 180.5 -1.1
19 Cereals 100.0 | 88.% | B6.3 | 86.5 | B4.7 | B4.1 | B33 85.0 | B4.7 | B6.3 851 -1.4
1802 Pasta 56.0 o035 | 868 | 361 | 832 | 82.0 | 320 826 78.0 2.0 801 -2.3
1805 Bread 4410 367 | 858 | 365 | 867 | 3650 | 349 33.0 618 61.8 91.5 -0.4
V. MINERAL PRODUCTS
27 Mineral fuels 1000 (103.7| 83.2 | 88.8 | 9.6 | 872 | 1014 | 989 | 90.6 | 1055 | 117.2 11.1
2710 Patrolevm oils 1000 (1037 832 | 388 | G26 | 872 | 1014 | G359 906 | 105.5 | 1172 111

Source: Samoa Bureau Statistics (Economics Division)

(P} Provisioral figures




